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• After a series of non-governmental initiatives undertaken by eminent persons and leaders of groups 

dedicated to promoting democracy and by representatives of a Steering Group of NGOs1, the 
Chilean Government held on September 26, 2003, a meeting of the Convening Group of the 
Community of Democracies at the UN headquarters in New York to discuss the creation of a UN 
Democracy Group at the United Nations. 

 
• As a result of the September 2003 meeting, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the 10 Convening 

Group countries (Chile, the Czech Republic, India, the Republic of Korea, Mali, Mexico, Poland, 
Portugal, South Africa, the United States) and invited participants (Italy, Romania and Peru) issued a 
joint statement in which they reaffirmed the importance of establishing a Democracy Group inside 
the UN system, stating that: 

 
“ The members of the Convening Group recalled the Warsaw Declaration commitment that the Community of 
Democracies will collaborate on democracy-related issues in existing international and regional institutions, 
forming coalitions and caucuses to support resolutions and other international activities  aimed at the 
promotion of democratic governance… 
 
In close consultation and cooperation with the Community of Democracies’ interested participants, the 
Convening Group encourages the formation of coalitions and caucuses within the UN and other multilateral 
fora to support democracy. The members of the Convening Group of the Community of Democracies have 
decided to strengthen a process of consultation and coordination at the UN in order to encourage and facilitate 
the Community of Democracies’ interested participants’ actions dedicated to promote and defend democracy, and 
the human rights and fundamental freedoms protected under democracy. The Convening Group members will 
consult and coordinate actions, as appropriate, at the UN General Assembly, the ECOSOC and the 
Commission of Human Rights… 
 
[…] they would meet during the 58th session of the UN General Assembly.” 

 
• This declaration reinforces and is consistent with the view contained in the UN Secretary General’s 

2003 Report on the “Implementation of the United Nations Millennium Declaration”, namely that 
“Democracy and human rights, though distinct concepts, are closely interlinked. Democracy, as a human right in itself, 
is implied in article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, but it only functions in its fullest sense when 
other human rights are respected.” We believe this statement should become a fundamental and guiding 
principle in all the activities of the UN in the field of electoral activities, democracy promotion, 
protection of human rights, peace building, peacekeeping operations and  conflict prevention; 

 
• More than three years after the launching of the Community of Democracies - an association of 

states acting jointly to protect and strengthen democracy and human rights around the world – this 

                                                 
1 The group of NGOs is composed by the Campaign for UN Reform, Council for a Community of Democracies, the 
Democracy Coalition Project, Freedom House, Human Rights Watch, the International League for Human Rights, 
the Open Society Institute and the Transnational Radical Party. 



Community more than ever offers great promise for promoting democratic development and 
respect for human rights, guaranteeing international peace and security, and providing coordinated 
responses against threats to democracy, including coups d’etat. 

 
• The United Nations, as conceived by the UN Charter, remains a crucial institution for discharging 

this mandate and addressing these challenges. The Community of Democracies, therefore, should 
work in coordinated and cohesive fashion with the relevant UN bodies and agencies to ensure the 
Organization becomes the global forum for promoting and advancing respect for democratic 
principles and international norms.  

 
 

We urge the Convening Group of the Community of Democracies to involve other interested states 
in taking the following steps during the current 58th Session of the General Assembly, starting with 
the upcoming 60th session of the Commission on Human Rights: 
 

1. To establish a permanent Democracy Group at the United Nations to promote the values of 
democracy and human rights within the UN system. The UN Democracy Group should convene to 
coordinate international support of Member States’ efforts to deepen democratic governance, 
reinforce human rights, and promote democratic practices throughout the UN system. 

 
2. To agree that membership in the UN Democracy Group should consist of States formally invited to 

take part in the Community of Democracies meeting in Seoul as full participants2. The Convening 
Group must be vigilant, on an ongoing basis, and apply its agreed-upon criteria for Community of 
Democracies membership as agreed in Seoul, to ensure that democratizing States are added to the 
Group and the Community, and that backsliding States - particularly states that commit significant 
human rights violations - are removed from the Group and the Community. 

 
3. To establish procedures through the UN Democracy Group to govern its activities. It should be 

convened by the Chair of the Convening Group during the sessions of all the relevant bodies of the 
UN that address issues related to the promotion and protection of democracy and human rights (e.g. 
General Assembly, Commission on Human Rights, ECOSOC, etc.). Meetings of the UN 
Democracy Group should also be held at a regional level, as an integral part of the implementation 
of the Seoul Plan of Action, and should be convened by the members of the Convening Group 
from each region. 

 
4. To develop procedures for acting on these commitments in the months leading up to the next 

Community of Democracies gathering in Santiago in 2005; 
 

5. To consider expanding the membership of the Convening Group to ensure that it is broadly 
representative of democracies around the world and of those nations that have taken concrete steps 
towards democratic governance. 

 
6. To meet on a regular basis with NGOs that have been active in advocating the establishment of the 

UN Democracy Group to facilitate an exchange of views about how best to build, strengthen, and 
shape its work.  

 

                                                 
2 The complete list of the States invited to attend the 2002 Community of Democracies Conference as full participants is 
available at http://www.cd2002.go.kr/about/list.htm 



We believe the time is ripe to bring renewed attention and resources to these vital tasks.  Toward that end, 
we will be working to build an international campaign of civic non-governmental groups to urge all the 
world’s democratic governments to participate actively in a UN Democracy Caucus. 
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